
Hi Keri and all you Vdub friends in NZ. Some       
impression of the Bremen Classic Motor Show, that 
took place from February 6th to 8th in the Exhibition 
Hall. The Show moulted over the years. Currently   
Bremen is number 3 in the Old-timer Show ranking of 
Germany. The leading position is occupied by Techno 

Classica Essen. Number two is claimed by 
Retro Classic Stuttgart. The premiere 
show in Bremen in 2003 allured 18,000 
rubbernecks in two halls. 2007 came 
32,000 people, interested in old rusty 
stuff. And now, in 2015, we had 44,737 
humans who paid entrance fee. That's a 
real awesome track record ! Thousands of 
Danish, Dutch and Norwegian travelled to 
Bremen and jammed the corridors between 
dealers and vehicles. In addition to the 
7 exhibition halls the organizer built a 

big tent to enlarge the 
sales area. I went to 
the show twice, on Sat-
urday and Sunday. But 
the only things I 
bought were two old-
timer books and a 5 li-
tre can with motor oil. 
As you see the prices 
for old VW curiosities 
increase immensely. Up 
to more than 100,000 
Euros for a T1 Samba, 
or 19,000 for a shabby 
barn find. But hard to 
believe  most of the 
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beetles and buses got sold. Obviously there is so much money in cir-
culation. Unlimited.  
Enjoy my pictures and feel hugged. 
Best regards Ludwig 
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Motor show continued... 
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Motor show continued... 
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Motor show continued... 
 

Had to include this as only a Dutchman could get money out of Paul! 
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Night at the apple orchard—by Lily 
 
As I arrived I smelt the sweet smell of apples and they were every-
where. The trees were covered in them -rosy red and perfect. We 
backed our vans into the aisles and went over to the gazebo to say 
hello to everyone. There were 14 of us altogether—John and Ineka, 
Sue and Vince, Keri and Daryl, Mum and Dad (Katherine and Dave), 
Charlie, me, Carol, Dudley and Dora, Pete and of course Margaret and 
Grant who invited us all. 
There were 7 combis all lined up which looked cool! Then Charlie 
sped off on his bike and soon me and Charlie had a race with Carol 
saying “GO”. My bike turned in an odd way and I fell off, hurting my 
knee and finger. Luckily Carol had plasters but it was very painful 
as if my leg and finger were going to fall off! 
Soon Margaret was judging the apple puddings. Our cake won! It was 
in the shape of an apple with green icing and with a real stalk and 
leaf. It looked amazing but what a disappointment when we cut into 
it and found it was full of worms! (it’s ok they were lolly ones!) 
In the morning we woke up and went over to the gazebo. Me and Char-
lie ate some left over puddings for breakfast! 
Soon we packed up said goodbye and went home.  
Thank you Grant and Margaret we had a lovely time. Can we do it 
again? 
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VW Nationals 2015 by John Baty 
Goodness, where do we start? - there is a lot to cover, so lets get going -For Glenice & 
I, the opportunity to start the journey a couple of weeks before the Easter event, was a 
good choice to enable us to visit friends and relatives in the top of the North Island pri-
or to the 'Big Event'. 
Our good friends Greg and Karen had moved to Kinloch on the topside of Lake Taupo, 
and offered us accommodation in their lovely home (over looking the water.) Our 1303 
Cabriolet was fuelled up and we were on our way to catch the InterIslander on Saturday 
the 21st for the first stage to Taupo.  After a 3 day stopover, visits to friends in Te Puke, 
Auckland and Mangawhai followed and then it was back to Taupo for Easter. 
After registration on Thursday, we arrived at the Taupo Domain on Easter Saturday to 
join the amazing line up of VW's and we were directed to the convertible display to join 
11 others in our class.  Wow, what an experience to amble around and look at over 260 
VW's on show, and renew our experiences with so many VW enthusiasts.  
Highlights for me were to see 2 Kubelwagens (including a 1942 model) and 2 of the 
early Beetles with the double section oval back windows and also 2 nice Karmann Ghia 
convertibles. 
Later in the afternoon, we were all called to attend the prize giving section where the 
1st & 2nd place winners in the 25 classes were announced and prizes awarded.  
When the Class 4 section for Beetle convertibles was announced, I was surprised (and 
of course over the moon), to receive a 2nd place award as the competition from the oth-
er convertibles was really high.  The evening Mix & Mingle casual dinner as held at the 
Taupo Golf Club, where again the Social time was great although the meal was very 
skimpy.  We were interested to learn that the Sunday cruise was set to arrive in Kinloch 
on the northern side of the Lake, as this was where we were staying.  
Rather than travelling to Taupo, we met the group in Kinloch after their arrival and en-
joyed another social get together.  The Sunday night dinner and Social at the Great 
Lakes Centre, was another excellent occasion, with a nice meal and included the top 
Awards, for Peoples Choice and Best of Show, along with other Highly Commended 
Award winners. 
Monday morning we loaded our gear and travelled around the Western side of the Lake, 
then on down to Wellington for our smooth sailing back to Picton on Tuesday, then 
home over the hill.   
What more can we say?  An experience to remember and yes we are glad that we decid-
ed to 'be there'. 
Cheers John & Glenice 
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High tea at the Wakefield Tea Rooms. 11 
April 2015. 
By Katherine McFarland 

 
What a great turn out, I think 17 of us altogether gathered in the 
pretty village of Wakefield on a lovely sunny morning. Some people 
going the extra mile, dressing up fancy....good effort! 
Once seated the chatter, munching and slurping began. Delicious 
goodies on the 
tiered cake stands were placed in front of us, posh sandwiches, sa-
vouries and delightful little sweet treats. 
Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and looked pretty relaxed. Per-
haps we could try high tea at Melrose House sometime for another 
event- apparently also very good. 
 
Thanks for supporting this event everyone and a special mention to 
John and Ineke who were celebrating their wedding anniversary -   
congratulations you two, lovely that you joined us on your special 
day. 
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VW Nationals—By Gina Cooper 
This year was the 25th Anniversary of the VW Nationals, and was held 
back at the 
original location - Taupo. 
 
With an extra long weekend of events planned, Volkswagens and their 
owners travelled from far and wide (and especially from Nelson) to 
arrive in time for the registration at the Taupo Top 10 Holiday Park 
on Thursday evening. 
Paul and I arrived in our 1957 Oval Beetle (which Paul and his 
brothers took to the first Nats in 1991!), Keri and Daryl were in 
the "Rat" KG, John and Ineke took 
RustyBus for their last big trip before its sale, Dennis & Jenny 
bought their orange Notchback,  and John and Glenice Baty were al-
ready there with their Karmann 
convertible Beetle.  Owen and Sharon Paterson, and Bill and Nicola 
Stappers were in Taupo too to attend events, but were attending sans 
VWs this time. 
We got our bags of goodies, and t-shirts and extras that we might 
have ordered, had a drink (or maybe two) and caught up with VW bud-
dies old and new - checking out any new cars, or modifica-
tions/changes to known or existing ones. 
 
Friday morning dawned clear but with a cool wind, for the gymkhana 
event at the 
Taupo Motorsport Park ... a fairly good turnout by those keen for a 
bit of fun, or 
maybe a blat around the track.  A good chance to have a look at some 
of the cars 
before the Show & Shine on Sunday.  I got my day's exercise compet-
ing against my 
fellow South Islanders in the "left overs" team, pushing rolling 
Beetles down and 
then back uphill to the finish line! 
The bigger drawcard for rev heads (like my Paul) was the fact that 
there was a car 
club event being held at the Motorsport park, with cars of all sorts 
from classics 
and open-wheelers to Porsche's being put through their paces. 
During the lunchbreak in the racing, they opened the track to the 
VWs for a fairly 
sedate four laps or so of the track --- it was great to see all of 
the cars and vans out on the track.  No racing incidents, but one 
breakdown. 
 
Friday night held a drive-in movie ("Cars") at the Amphitheatre near 
the Domain. 
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VW Nationals—By Gina Cooper 
Saturday was the Show & Shine ... everyone was up bright and early 
and getting their cars to the Tongariro Domain - right in the middle 
of the town, alongside State Highway 1, opposite all of the shops 
... so in a prime position for the public to be able to see and vis-
it the display. 
It started off a bit overcast and cool, but came out to be a nice 
day - perfect for the cars, and anyone who wanted to see them. 
There was a huge display of cars that had registered, along with 
trade displays and Swap Meet sites ... and of course Mr Whippy!   
I did a walk around at about midday and counted up the VWs that were 
in the display  area ... 84 Beetles, 34 Split-window Kombis, 65 Bay-
window Kombis, 12 Karmann Ghias, 14 Variants (Notchys, Fastbacks, 
Squarebacks), 25 water-cooled (Golfs, Corrados, etc), 7 Type 25's, 1 
"Thing", 1 Kubelwagen, and 11 "other" VWs.  Wow ... my count came to 
253, but official counts put the numbers around 300. 
John & Ineke had a swap meet at RustyBus, and Paul sold a few VW 
odds and ends from around the Oval too.Cars were scrutinised by the 
judges and at 3pm they held the bulk of the prizegiving - John and 
Glenice Baty taking second place with their much-loved silver con-
vertible.   
Saturday evening held the get-together at the Golf Club almost oppo-
site the Top10 Holiday Park where a lot of VWers were staying - food 
and conversation for like-minded Volkswagen owners. 
 
Sunday morning a huge convoy travelled from the Holiday Park to Aca-
cia Bay on the Lake, and then meandered through to Kinloch for a 
picnic lunch in lush green surrounds.   
And Sunday evening was the farewell dinner - held at the Great Lakes 
Event Centre, in Taupo.  Meeting for a drink and a good catch up 
over a drink or two first, and then into the main auditorium for the 
dinner and presentations.   We enjoyed looking at a slideshow of 
photos from the last 25 years of VW Nationals, and picking out pho-
tos of our cars or cars and people we know ... and catching up with 
old friends and new, exchanging tall and short stories of VW adven-
tures from times gone by.   
The meal was tasty, and we settled in to hear the last of the awards 
... Including the People's Choice and Best in Show Awards.  The Best 
In Show van was under cover until the award was announced, when her 
skirts were lifted to show a lovely Silver & Red Splitty belonging 
to Rod & Sirri Smith.(There is a full list of winning 
cars/owners on the Volkswagen Nationals 2015 Facebook page if you 
are curious). 
The band started up and that was when Paul and I bade our farewell - 
an early start planned for our travels home the following morning. 
We travelled back in our Oval Beetle, with Keri and Darryl in the 
"Rat".  When we were on the Ferry coming through the Sounds, Keri 
received the sad news that club member George Dunning had passed 
away.   
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VW Nationals—By Gina Cooper 
 
All Nelson VWs made it home safe and sound (not without the odd 
hitch that you would expect with vehicles of this vintage!), and we 
are now counting down to next years Nationals which John and Ineke 
are organising to be held in Nelson. 

Paul’s Oval, the same one he 
took to the first Nationals in 
1990 and again this year! 
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Up and coming events   - 
Mark your calendar.  

 
May 
Nelson Classic Motorcycles 
Saturday 19th May 1.30pm 
Over 300 motorcycles on display, cost $20 pp adult and 
$10 pp child.   Followed by afternoon tea at Columbus Cof-
fee Morrison Square. 

Event Organiser : John Baty 
 
 
June 
Watch this space 
When??? 
???? 

Event Organiser : Vince Fox 
 
July 

Quiz Night 
Date and time to be confirmed 
Always a fun night 

Event Organiser : Ineke Manshande 

 


